
Blocs Techniques 

Creating a Grid Bloc


What We’re aiming for. 

This is a design format that is becoming quite popular on many websites, particularly e-commerce sites.  It’s something that’s 
easily created, but it does have a few drawbacks which you should be aware of. This type of layout doesn’t respond particularly 
gracefully across the various breakpoints. This means you may have to create different versions of the bloc for different 
devices, and then use the visibility options in blocs to hide and reveal the blocs on the various device variants. In this 
worksheet, we will attempt to mitigate this effect to a degree. 

Where to Start. 

Firstly, add a 2 column structure bloc to your page. 

Now take a look at the layer tree on the left of the work area, and expand the items so you can see all the elements. It will look 
like the illustration below. Select the item named Row and uncheck the “include Gutters” box in the appearance section of 
the properties panel on the right of the screen. 



Your work area should now look like this: 

It’s two columns with no gutter between the columns. Next, grab the 2 Column Row bric from the bric selector and click in 
each column. 

In the layer tree at the left of the screen, select each of the extra rows that have been added, and remove the gutters. You 
should now have something that looks like this: 

We now have our basic 4 columns in which to start the design. Because we want two rows in our Bloc. we will duplicate this 
complete structure. To do this select the very first row item in the layer tree list. Right click and select duplicate. You can repeat 
this if you want more rows in your grid. 



The final layout should now look like this: 

We now have 8 columns over 2 rows on the page with no gutter spacing between the columns or rows.  Now it’s time to 
populate the grid. We’ll start by selecting the Image bric from the bric selector. Next, click once in each alternate column. Your 
bloc should now look like this: 



Placing the Text


Select the  Title & Paragraph bric from the bric selector and click into each of the remaining empty columns. Your block will 
now look like this: 

It all looks a bit messy - right! Don’t worry, all will be ok soon. We’ll start by replacing the Heading 3 Text and the paragraph 
text with something meaningful. We’ll also centre the text elements so they sit nicely within their respective boxes. Here’s 
what the end result should look like: 

Now it’s starting to look like how we want it. The next step is to add some images to the image placeholders. In my example, 
I’m using square images, but you can use a different aspect ratio if you want. The key here is to ensure that all your images are 
the same aspect ratio. If you ignore this advice, you will break the grid structure which will result in white spaces appearing 
between the content areas.  

Go ahead, and select each image placeholder and drop your images into place. 



The thing to remember here is that your images should dictate the height of each row. If you have too much text in the text 
boxes, you will increase the row height and you won’t have a clean looking grid structure.  So. limit your text so that it fits well 
within the height available. 

At the moment, there are still a few issues. The text isn’t in the middle of the grid boxes, and we may want to add a 
background colour to the text boxes. If we don’t add a colour, the text background will remain transparent, which means if we 
place a background image in this bloc, it will show through the text. So, let’s address this problem first. 

Select the topmost Row container in the bloc - its best to do this from the layer tree panel on the left of the screen. Once 
selected, create a new custom class in the properties panel at the right of the screen. I’ve named my class rowBackground. In 
the class editor, set your desired background colour in the Styles Setting Tab (the paintbrush icon). 

 



This will create a background colour for the top row. Next, select the next row and apply the same custom class to that also. 
Now we have something like this: 

The final thing we need to do, is get our text boxes to align to the middle of the boxes. Again, we can do this by applying 
custom classes.  Start by selecting the first Heading 3 bric. Create a custom class named H3class.  In the metrics tab I’m 
applying a TOP margin to move the text down to position it in the middle of the grid block. The paragraph bric beneath the H3 
bric will just go along for the ride. 



Once the class has been created, select each of the H3 brics in turn and apply the same custom class. This will have them all 
line up evenly. 

Note: If you have a different quantity of text in each box, you may have to create a separate class for each text box so they can 
be aligned visually.  You can also use the same class to style your text with a different font, a different size and a different colour.  
You can also create multiple classes - a standard custom class that styles the text, and an individual custom class that positions 
the text within its allocated space. It’s all down to you! 

In my example, I styled the H3 text with a different font and made it black. I also created a separate custom class for my 
paragraph text that also used a different font in black. The paragraph custom class also applied a little left and right padding to 
the text so it wouldn’t touch the image on wide lines of text. The end result was this.  

Now, let’s see what happens at different breakpoints. If you switch to the portrait tablet view, you will notice that the layout 
remains much the same, but it’s all out of alignment.  This is how it looks: 



Clearly, something has to be done to correct this. Fortunately, we’ve created some custom classes for our text. This means we 
can make changes to those custom classes on each device variant to correct the situation. 

Whilst in the portrait tablet view, select your H3 class and make some changes to the text size and top margin.  I set mine to 
font size 18, centred, black and reduced the top margin to reposition the text box. I also made adjustments to the paragraph 
custom class, reducing the font size to 12, centred and coloured black.  This brought everything back to how I wanted things to 
look. 

The Mobile Views 

This is where things get a little complicated. As I said at the beginning, this 
layout doesn’t lend itself well to responsiveness. If you look at the first of the 
mobile device variants, you will notice a few things have changed. Firstly, 
because the grid has been set up with alternate image and text boxes, the 
first row has been split into two rows, each with 1 image and 1 text box 
sitting one above the other. These are now in the same positions on both 
rows. Likewise, the bottom row has also been split into two rows with the 
positions of the text and images transposed. This layout may be just fine for 
you (albeit with some adjustments to the text position classes), but if this isn’t 
what you want, then it’s best to hide your bloc on mobile devices, and create 
a new bloc that can be made visible on mobiles and invisible on desktops 
and tablets.  The new bloc you create should be made in one of the mobile 
views so you can arrange the elements to best suit the device (normally a full 
width image followed by a full width text box.) So, this will have to be played 
with until it’s how you like it. The visibility options are set in the properties 
panel at the right side of the screen, just select which devices can see a 
particular bloc and which ones can’t. 



Finishing Up


The last thing to do is to add our background image. Simply drag your chosen image to the edge of the bloc. Voila! It’s all 
finished. 

If you think you may wish to recreate such a bloc again in the future, now would be a good time to save it as a custom bloc, To 
do this, simply right-click a blank area within the block and choose Add Bloc to Library.   
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