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In this brief tutorial, we examine the issue of creating a web site in Serif WebPlus that can be handed over to a
client for him (or her) to edit on-line as often as is required.

Many website developers get asked by clients if they can change the content of their site without having to
keep coming back to the developer. If you design web sites in Serif Webplus, its often impractical for the client
to make edits to the site. This is because the client doesn’t usually have a copy of WebPlus (if he did, he
probably wouldn’t need the services of a site developer in the first place).

Clearly, creating a web site that a user can access and change at will is fraught with danger. Therefore, you as a
web designer, must design and develop with these dangers in mind, and where possible, build in a high degree
of “damage control” to prevent your client making a complete “FUBAR” of the site. (p/lease excuse the common
slang!)

Before we start, let me make one thing absolutely clear. What we are NOT going to do is create a COMPLETE
content management system. What is going to be described here is a CONTENT EDITING SYSTEM. That said, if
your client becomes proficient at using the FREE content editor that you are going to set-up and install for him,
there will be nothing to prevent him from adding new content whenever he wants.

For your part, you should be reasonably proficient in using WEBPLUS, and be familiar with the FTP protocols
that your web host uses. If you’ve got these two things right — creating a website for user update will be a
breeze.

FIRST CONSIDERATION

If you’re familiar with WEBPLUS, you will know that the basic site structure comprises of Master Pages, Main
Pages and Child Pages (or even grandchild pages). The concept of Main pages and child pages is important for
better site organization. It also allows WEBPLUS to automatically create a site navigation system comprising of
sub-menu links. Essentially, the sub-menu links are created from the child pages, whilst the main site
navigation is created from the main site pages.

However, there is a secondary structure that isn’t immediately obvious in the WEBPLUS application. It’s the
Site Structure. This structure is all about how your pages and content are organized on a web server. The
simplest structure is to just dump everything in the root of your domain. But this isn’t very practical if you're
going to hand over control to a client who's knowledge of computing may only extend to knowing how to
switch on his laptop!.

When you create a WEBPLUS site, the application creates some folders for you, such as wpimages and
wpscripts. These folders are where your content images and scripts get stored, leaving only your HTML pages
and other bits and pieces to reside in your site root. But, in a content editing system, you need to do some site
organization yourself, if only to stop the site structure from being damaged by your client. So, in designing
your site you will have to consider what is content and what is site structure. This is because you are going to
create a site where ALL the editable content is stored in a subfolder. This is the folder that your client will have
access to AND NOTHING ELSE!

SECOND CONSIDERATION

The next thing you have to look at is how best to set up pages that are better suited to content editing. Clearly,
if every page of the site has a plethora of gadgets, gizmos, advertising banners and fancy graphics, giving
access to such a page could be quite dangerous. The temptation to start moving things around to make way
for new or edited content would be very high for most novice users. So, for the purpose of this guide, we’re



going to take a leaf out of the Content Management book, and decide right at the beginning that we are going

to create two types of pages. The first are main site pages, and the Second are going to be Content Pages.

HERE’S THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE TWO TYPES.

Main Site pages are going to be pages that contain a PLACEHOLDER for content, whilst Content Pages are

going to be designed to FIT INTO those placeholders. It’s like creating a series of templates into which client

inspired content can flow with gay abandon, and yet never affect the other items on the main web pages.

Take a look at the illustration below:
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This shows a typical content
managed website page. It was
created in a specialised CMS
application, but the same page can
be easily created in WEBPLUS.

The grey areas of the page represent
your MAIN page layout, whilst the
white content area would be a
simple I-frame on each of your main
pages.

The banner area, and main site
navigation would be placed on your
master page, whilst the strip of
gadgets and gizmos on the right of
the page could be different for every
main page in your site.

Main pages come into view by
clicking on the main navigation
buttons in the banner area. Links on
those main pages, or within the
content area itself, will display in the
I-frame of the relevant page.

When creating pages like this, it's more aesthetically appealing if your I-frames are set up WITHOUT borders

and WITHOUT scroll bars. This way, the site visitor is not really aware of seeing anything but a single website

page.

The main page on which the I-frame sits can contain video, flash animation, an article menu, links to other

main pages, slide shows, or anything else you care to show. The important thing to remember is that ONLY

those pages that appear in the I-frames should be editable by the client.

So, already, we’ve got a basic site structure. In WEBLUS terms we have a MASTER PAGE containing our banner
and Navigation. This will be used as the basis of all our MAIN site pages. We will also have another MASTER

page set up for pure content. The size of the second master page will be the same size as our I-frames on the



main pages. All CONTENT pages will be based on this second master page. Additionally, all our CONTENT pages
will be CHILD pages of their relevant MAIN (or PARENT) page.

THE SITE STRUCTURE

Having got our pages nicely organized in WEBPLUS, we now have to step over to the File manager in WEBPLUS
to organize where everything is going to be published. Here is an example of the site manager window.
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In this example, we’ve created a folder named
articles. This is the folder where we are going to
tell WEBPLUS to place ALL of our CONTENT
pages. We do this by simply selecting all the
CONTENT pages, and move them into the
articles folder. You can optionally, have a
separate pictures folder just for content images.

When you move pages in the WEBPLUS file
manager, all the links in your site are
automatically updated, so when you publish,
everything will work just fine.

When you return to the WEBPLUS EDIT SCREEN,
you will not see any changes in your WEBPLUS
structure. All your main pages will still be there
with all their associated child pages.

At this point in the structure, we start to see
our MAIN site pages (the ones with the I-
Frames etc.). These should remain in the root of
our site. You could also place other items in the
root such as PDF’s, SWF’s Zips etc that are used
by the main site pages.



PUBLISHING

Once all your pages are completed, AND you’ve set up your site structure in File Manager, you can publish
your site to your server. You can either publish to disk first and then ftp the site to your server, or you can
upload direct from WEBPLUS — whichever you prefer.

Once published, check out your site to make sure everything is where it should be. In particular, make sure all
your content pages are in a separate folder.

CREATE A CLIENT FTP LOGIN

Login to your website control panel (usually provided as part of every hosting package) and find the section
where you can create FTP accounts. Create one for your client, but restrict his access to JUST THE ARTICLES
FOLDER. You will have to check with your hosting company how to do this. The login will usually comprise of
the following information.

e Name of FTP Host
e Username
e Password

Keep a note of this information, as you will need it later on.

You should now have a site, fully working with all article content popping up in I-frames, and hopefully looking
very slick and professional.

LET THE FUN BEGIN

Next, we’re going to give the client the only tool he needs to completely destroy his content, but you will be
happy to know that your design work won’t get lost in the process. In a worst case scenario, the client may end
up with a site full of nicely designed pages, but with no content pages. But of course, you have a complete
back up in your trusty WEBPLUS application, so you can simply upload the content pages again if things go
badly wrong. (think of the money you can make restoring sites!)

Now, we could get the client any old html editor and try teaching him how to use it, and then get into FTP
applications etc. But | think the best and easiest option is to install an editor that has all the ftp functionality
built in. Also, you need an editor that displays pages exactly as you see them in WEBPLUS, and allows the client
to edit those pages with familiar WYSIWYG tools. In other words, you don’t want to give him a crash course in
HTML.

The editor | recommend is actually a more primitive form of WEBPLUS. You can create complete websites with
this FREE goody. It’s called KompoZer and its a free application that doesn’t even need installing — it’s a self
running application. It’s also a cross-platform product so it doesn’t matter if the client is running a windows-
based PC, Linux or Mac — there’s a version for everyone. You can download a copy from
http://www.kompozer.net/download.php. You can also do a Google Search for kompoZer tutorials — there are

many out there so you can be up and running with this application very quickly.

When you set up kompoZer on a client’s computer, you will be able to set up the ftp login information within
the application, so your client doesn’t have to remember anything. Once this is done, he will be able to select
and download his articles directly from within the application, and have them presented to him on screen
exactly as they are seen on the website. Furthermore, he can edit the pages in much the same way as you


http://www.kompozer.net/download.php

would edit them in WEBPLUS. The main difference is that KompoZer does it one page at a time, so the
structure of the site doesn’t get downloaded, and thus wrecked if things go wrong.

KompoZer can also republish the edited pages with a simple “publish” button. The editor itself is a true
WYSIWYG editor. It has dropdowns for styling as well as the usual bold, italic, bullets and numbered list
options. It also allows inserting in-line images, and hyperlinks. A few hours training should be more than
enough to teach even a non-computer guy the basics of editing files with this application. The good thing is,
the editor doesn’t reformat the HTML that WEBPLUS puts in the pages. Many editors DO reformat which often
changes the layout and styling of the pages.

Once a simple application like kompoZer has been set up on a client’s computer, it would be very difficult for
the site structure to get damaged. But it will make life considerably easier for those clients who absolutely
must edit their own site content.

Here is a screenshot of the KompoZer interface with a WEBPLUS page already loaded.
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Download a copy of Kompozer today, and start enjoying. You may even find it useful for editing single website
pages created in WEBPLUS. This is quite useful if you have to edit a page when you’re away from your
WEBPLUS application. The program is small enough to carry on a memory stick, and because it’s a self
contained application, you can simply plug your memory stick into any computer (even in an internet cafe) and
edit web site pages over the net!






